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i September 1952, 


MEMORANDUM FOR: CHIEF, FOREIGN MILITARY STUDIES BRANCH 


"SUBJECT: | Reviewer's Evaluation of MS # P-Okle, Army High - 
gwar Command, Operations Branch of the. Army General 
Staff: (ox Project #. Ne . 


1, Review of MS # ‘P-O4L e was completed this date, 
26 Hotdmated at about 14 pages (plus 8 charts) in final ine, 
the MS. is part of a study known as the OKH Project # 7 prepared 
- by a group of former German generals and General Staff officers at 
the EUCOM Historical Division interrogation Enclosure, Allendorf 
| (Later Neustadt), Germany, between the autumn of 1946 and the sum-= 
mer of 1948, and presenting a comprehensive account’ of the org nik 


zation and functioning of the German . Acmy High Command (OKH) from. 
1938-1945. 


3, The author. of ‘the present MS, who. served as chief of the 
Operations Sranch from 1939 to 1941, has presented a concise and 
‘ yet lucid and exhaustive description of the various stages in the t 
-. @evelopmant’ of the Branch from its. pre-war organization to the end : 
"of the war, The functjons of the Branch and of its various sections : 
are fully described, particularly in the attached charts 9. and the 
main factors which enabled it to perform spats: are potmyed 
out » ee 


nh thn ar MMH BeOlile 40’ nob: Wdkely to be of interest to“any bub 
es military students at a very high level, Publication in USAREUR 
Po is. therefore not peconmendedy.. cre 


Ho. HEITMAN 
Consultant & Analyst 
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_’. ‘Hans von GREIFFENBERG 

_- General: der Infanterie — 7 

_ “Date of Birth: 12 October 1893 

> Plage of Birth: Radensfelde, | 
Ponerantey Sernery 


'gausated at the Central. Cadet School, Berlin _ 


‘Lichterfelde, von GREIFFENBERG was commissioned as 
‘second lieutenant on 20 January’. 1914 and served with - 
‘the. field forces” throughout World War I. At the end 
‘of that. war he: remained in the 100,000-man army 
‘Germany. was allowed to maintain: under the Versailles 
Peace Treaty, and. in 1925 was. detached for General 


Staff training in Stettin and Berlin. After a General 


‘Staff. assignment in Berlin from 1926 to 1930 anda 
‘berm as company commander in 1931, von GREIFFENBERG, 
‘now a major, was detached for a year to the Command’ 


‘and General Staff School, Fort Leavenworth, USA. 


‘Inmediately after the ‘outbreak of war in September 
'1939, von GREIFFENBERG was appointed Chief of Opera- 
tions ‘Division, Army High Command, and on 1 August 


1940 was promoted Generalmajor.: He was relieved of 


+ his’ position in Army High Command in January 1941 
cand assigned to the Twelfth Army as Chief of Staff 
during the Balkan Campaign. In May of the same year 
-“o‘he‘was transferred:to the Russian front where he served 
-'ag.Chief of Staff of Army Group Center until April 1942 
‘and from then om as Chief of Staff of Army Group A in 
*" the southern sector,. On 1 April 1942 General von 
-GREIFFENBERG was promoted Generalleutnant and in October 
"1943 was appointed Military Attache' to Hungary. Fol- 
* lewing his promotion to General der Infanterie on 1 April 
‘194 von GREIFFENBERG was accredited as German General 
2) BO. Hungary, which post he held until captured morth 
“Of oo fees | om 5 May 1945. 
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‘In times: of peace, the Operations Branch was known as Branch I 
of the hey General Staff and was under the Oberquartierneister I* 
together with other eeanches which were of vital importance in 
national defense, At the start of the war it was placed directly 
under the Chief of the Army General Staff. | The Assistant Chief of 
Staff I was assigned special ise ious until his office ae dis- 
continued in October 1942, It nat met until July 1944 when a new 
. Chief of the Army General Staffie was appointed that a new post, 
"Chief of the Tactical Gyn" was created. Similarly to the 
former Assistant Chief of Staft Ls the Chief of the Tactical | 
Group - was 3 to assist the Chief of tne Army General Staff and was 
to be available for visits at ne front. At the same ao he was 
to supervise the Operations Bisel the Organization Branch, and 
the Foreign Armies (Rast) Branch, composing the pacvecas Group. 

The functions of the Operations Branch within the General 
Staff were laid down by special regulations, which stipulated 
that 4a Line withy divectives: issued by the: Assistant Gndet et 
Staff I *** er the Chief of the Army General Staff the Branch 
was responsible for the pilaniins and implementation of erere es 
al measures at ROMY. High Command 1 level and for the ansoeh co- 
operation of all ‘branches, of the Army General Staff and other 
command agencies. The branch chief had ne authority te make 
any operational. decisions but had to submit all proposals $ 
drafts and signs concerning his field +6 the Chief of the General 
¥jssistant Chief of Staff. x (army) in charge of operations 
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staff for: approval. ‘The Assistant Chief of Staff was to be kept 


‘currently ‘Anformed. fas a : : , 


In. organizing the. Branch, main emphasis. was placed ¢ on avoid- 


' ing , rigidity in she distribution of duties and in internal routine 


and on restricting the munber ef persennel to the lewest’ ‘possible minimum 


a principle which proved wise during the war, ‘especially since 
the Erench had te be reerganized repeatedly according toe the situ- 


atien at ‘the frent and chenges in the theaters ef war, and because qual— 


-itted officers frequently could net be i ar witheut diffi- 
culty. Appreciable personnel increases. occurred only wien addi~ | 
tional responsibilities were ‘assigned che: Branch. The peacetime 
organization of the Operatiens Branch is outlined in Chart I, It. 
shows three saportant sections under the Branch Chief, . ef which : 


Section I handled specific matters of ational defense, while Sec- 


tien IL prepared ntudies en eperations and Section III represented 
the interests ef the eperational cemmand in relations with eutside 
. agencies. open | | | : 

Section I drafted basic orders and instructiens regarding 
frontier protection and national defense in times ef peace, dur= 
: ing crises and at the outbreak of war. Tes main’ mission was te 
plas and prepare all measures necessary for one empleyment of the 
German ground forces in the case of war. This included primarily 
the preliminary werk for the sctivation and organization ef cem-~ 
mand staffs from corps ‘level up and the determination ef their 
missions, the marshaling and. assembly of he peacetins arny and. 
of the units organized at mebilization, the disposition of GHQ- 


reserves and the preparation. ef . directives f 
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ef the Army High Command, All these measures called for clese ce- 


_ operation with the seprometete agencies of the Celene Staff, 
especially with the Organization, National Fortifications, 
“Mapping and Survey, Supply and Supply Transportation Branches, 
as well as with the other branches of the ilehimactity; The 
measures were subject te continual changes due to the irregular, 
epaveitc rearmament and to the repeated changes ef German 
frontiers in the sitions years before World War II, Mention 
need only be made of the revolutionizing military and political 
effects of the military incorporation of the Rhine area, Austria 
and Czecho-Slovakia, and the practical and theoretical work re~ 
sulting therefrom for the National Fortifications and thereby 
for the Operations Branch. 
Theoretically, the annual mobilization period began on 
1 October, However, because of the fluctuating mobilization 
data it was impossible to take this as a basis for any Longe = 
range mobilization plan as Had been done in 1914 by the Imperial 
| General Staff and as was no doubt the rule in the ministries of 
other military powers, The plan had to be changed constantly. 
The German pre-war concentration plans, generally referred to by 
théir code designations of "green", "yellow" and white" ,” must 
be considered in the light ef these facts. ‘The invasion of Austria 
and the ‘Sccupation of the Sudsten-land and Czecho-Slovakia were 
not ‘carried: ‘ott On the basis of a plan of strategic Goncentration 
prepared long beforehand, but were pure improvisations, : 
Section II had to carry ‘out certain studies, either as a 
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* theoretical consideration and examination of certain special problems ney 


a relative to the conduct of field operations, or. intended merely as a 
training course for. senior officers of the General state. “Although 
" this ‘training gonsrelly coacerasd the ‘Training Branch, cts was never—.. 
theless customary for the Chief of ‘Staff personally to act. an operas 
“ tHonal problem every year. | 


As a rule, "Chiefs of Staffs Training Tours," to which chiefly 


| senior General Staff Officers eles assiganents| as. ‘chiefs of atte 


and officers of ‘spacialized arms were. detached, were ‘conducted each: 
“spring. The ‘tour lasted. from tom to fourteen days, and dealt with 
operational matters on maps and in the field and relating to particu: 
larly pressing problens, such as, for instance, the construction of | 
"permanent fortifications, the conduct of battles for frontier pro- : 
Recuica, the employment and movenent of large armored forces. _ AG 7 
the same time ‘the "tour was 5 t6 afford the Chief. of the: General x 
“Staff an opportunity to beceme more closely acquainted with his | 
: assistasts sk higher “Gomnahd ‘Levels and to test their abilities, 


= The preparation and the techwical conduct of the tour which gener- 


ally took much tine, were the respoasibility of the Chiet of Section : 


OI, supported iy other officers. and specialists as the need. arose. 


The Chief of Section II had the mission | of keeping the Brauch 


Chief currently inforned on ‘the state of. armanext training and mobix 


. lization of. ‘the army, and, in addition, informed the: appropriate: nok eS 
braaches of the General Staff of the requirements. of the Operations 
Branth ‘in Line with the military and political situation. This” 


; necessitated 2 continuous exchange of ideas, particularly with the | 
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agencies ‘respoasible for organization of the ray, transportation, 
and national fortifications. Much of the ate of the section chief 
was spent ie ‘Writing searination reports wad menoraxduns aa in 
representing the braxch chief at discussions and lectures which 

~ took place regularly. - 

| The other sections of the Branch handled the office routine, 
mail and pecord filing services, and the extire internal sting 
“tration, It goes without saying that the duties of this Branch 
and the nature of the documents handled necessitated the er ore 
aace of particularly severe security moasures > : 

The. service regulations applicable in case of ‘mobilization in- 
troduced relatively few chasers in the Operatioas Branch. No special 
prorsstons for energencics had. been ‘nade in the business routine, be~ 
cause —, as mentioned above = it was up to the last moment impossible 
to tell how the situation might dovexce and how the employment of — 
‘field forces and the duties of the Ope rations Bane might be affected. 
The. Brauch ‘therefore aareree the Polish Campaign with its. peacetime 
organization \axd with ae a few officer assistants and draftsmen 
as additiomal personnel and it was only during the campaign itself - 
-. that a suitable organization #6 digaire smooth functioning was | 
developed. . 

Details on the. distribution of rsdpouaind tases within the Branch 
‘during the Polish -campaigm will be found im Chart 20 Compared with the 
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: pencabine , organization 3 the essential differences are ‘the following: 


. ae The former Chiet of Section < was placed ain: ‘control of all the . = a 
a sections: dealing with ‘the actual conduct of field operations, ain 1 onder. - 


to! ensure: a permanent representation of. the. branch chief, who could not Woe 


; : always ‘be. reached ab his desk « or by telephone because of "frequent | con- : 
” ferences and his, frequent ‘absences from the. office. 7 oo | 
Be A new independent section was formed by the aison officers 


of the. other branches of the Wehrmacht, field grade officers of the, 


air forces: and navy permanently attached to the Operations Branch. and the . 


specdal ‘Maison officer. of the Chief of ‘Transportation. _ 
"oh further ection decane. “necessary to Pope. with the growing 
ae volume of work in connection with the daily reports. This section 


a hed to be expartied contdnuously during. the War o 


_ The. appointaent of a permanently available and fully informed deputy 
; “branch chief proved a wise ‘measure and. was maintained shroughout the re 


a whole course. of the war. ‘The same ‘applies, to the activities of ‘the 


fe Liaison officers of. the other branches of the nied forces. In 1 view a 
. - of the frequent lack of Sribegration in the efforts of. the: Army, the : 
Pe Navy, and the Luftwaffe. (in spite of a Hehrnacht High Command)» , and in’ 


. view of the independence of the individual High Commands ; which was: 


| - particularly pronounced. in the case of. the Luftwaffe ’ “the value, of 


a close personal contact with the Navy anid the Luftwaffe, could not - 
oe overestinated. . 

| . : Maison with die Chiet of Transpertabion was. later abolished | 

| because ‘the ‘physical proximity of ‘these ‘two agencies guaranteed: 


- the necessary exchange. of ‘Adeas. : 
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In this connection mention mst be made of the special liaison 
@ officers or “Maison teams which were are by the Chief of the 
| Genera Staff on temporary missions to the more -dportant theaters 
of war or headquarters at the fiort. as for instance, to the dis- 
tant headquarters of the Twelfth Army during the campaign in 
Grtsne: or to command staffs at the head of nets units during 
breakthrough operations by our armored forces. The liaison of fi- 
cers ‘received their orders through the Operations Branch and had 
to report either on the course of an action, the state of the | 
troops, progress in the coristruction of fortifications, or soine 
other such development . Before being forsandea, their, reports 
‘were always to be submitted to the headquarters concerned, in 
order to prevent. the commanders from feeling that they were under 
surveillance, The eoninetaenk of such liaison officers can be use- 
ful in many situations, ‘eta the extent to which this ppeSure will 
‘be employed will depend on the confidence in the individual opera~ 
tions staff. Tr any case the liaison. teams must be furnished 
their own means of communication (signal units and radio equipment); 
otherwise they will only prove an additional burden on the report- 
ing channels already existing. 
A well-proven method for the High Command itself to receive 
' prompt information on the. course of certain engagenents was the 
installation of . efficient pa GEC ERE poste in immediate contact 
with the Operations ‘Branch. Especially the inenstorine “of. the: radio = 
traffic between. armored units < operating ‘in the “front line resulted | 


in valuable “uformations “Finally, the. Operations Branch could aso = 
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nase use of the air force reconnaissance squadron attached to the . - 
‘Amny High Command to obtain information directly from the: ‘front. oe 


| Thus ,. for instance, the specially trained personnel flew missions e . 


directly fron headquarters far into the Polish area, when the 


situation at the boundary between Aniiy Groups ‘North and § South 1 was = 


not clear. 
The Operations Branch had. the responsibility of keeping its 
superiors ‘s ‘espedially the Chief of the General Staft and the. Cott 


7 mander in Chief ‘of the Army, ¢ currently posted on the. situation at 


the fronts and the disposition of reserves, An important means 


‘to this end was the situation map which was ‘Laaped daily. it was. : 


compiled fon the reports of the. subordinated command agencies 
which generally reported in the morning and in the evening by. 
telephone, teletype, or radio on both their own and the enemy | 


situation, on their intentions and - the state of their troops >» on 


. the functioning of the supply services, on Loses, booty, | weather 


and ‘special events. ‘Telephone discussions and explanations ’ or, 


| if necessary, the transmission. of. situation sketches, ’ supplenented 


these reports. The most ater eae point » was to ‘reduce, the time 
required for the transmission of messages from the fighting unite. 


‘through the intermediate channels. to the Army High Command , “since | 


; otherwise the danger existed that decisions: at “yep level might be a 
based on superseded data, Measures adopted to ekpedite the trans 7 


niaeiion of messages: Ancluded the closing of Lines to other traffic : 


at’ certain times, the issue of a brief out ine of the type and . 


content of such messages, and the permanent assignment, of specific 


Tyas 
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theater of war, | prchadias Ge 


conditions. Apart from. tists sivas ‘map 
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me : 2 uted to : a Linitea number. of persons only, ‘and in | accordance vith 


‘ codrenely severe. security regulations. ee 
- Apart, ‘from its ‘cartographic work, Section int. reconded the. ‘where 
ie abouts and the employment of all GHQ unite which required painstake 
ing ‘and minutely careful registration, . 

: Charts 3 to 6 ‘show the organizational. changes which took place in 


} the: course ‘of the ware As previously pointed out, these changes were: 


ebiefly necessitated through shifts in the theaters, of war and adapta- a. 


| _ ‘tion. to the ‘operational intentions of the German onmand. On these 
| ‘charts | the working methods ‘of tie: various offices of ‘the Branch have 
ee been 80: ‘detailed ‘that further’ explanations are noe necessary. “only 
ss a ‘few points need be: stressed. : 
a In 1940,. the German offensive in the West and later the prepara- 
: a tons for Operation "Seeloawe! against England, together with the 

7 security measures in 1 the Bast, called for a reorganization of the | 


: actual operations group of the Branch. 


“The anonaly within ‘the German top-level organization of the - 


- Nebrmacht High Conmand ‘conduct ing operations in its own: theater of war 7 


ee vat. first “tn Norway, ‘later in Finland, ‘the Balkans, and africa, from 


- which theaters. the Army General Staff was excluded, made it necessary 


me “to organize a special. communication service to’ cover these events, > : 


since otherwise a general view and evaluation of the overall situation , 
Was “Ampossible.. ae ; | | | 

The extension o of the war into. areas with widely aittering condi— — 
tons: nade at seom useful to revive, in park at least, ‘the study Group! 


" which had oxisted in peacetine > ‘the mission of which. was ‘to examine | ay 
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special strategic ‘problems on the basis of actual war records. 


© The National Defense Sub-Section, @ remnant or “the peacetime 7 a 


national Fortifications Branch, was a mew addition, ‘Since the 4 


development and. construction of fortifications was the task of. 


‘the Chief Engineer and Fortifications Officer, the sphere of 


activity of this new sub-section was naturally very small, Its: 


chief duty was to coordinate the requirements of the operational 


command with the actual development of the fortification systems - 


on the German frontiers. (page ) 
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The mission of the Branch was expanded considerably in 1941 


through the establishment. of a.German military mission in 


 Roumania, the campaigns. in Greece and Yugoslavia, and, chiefly, 


| 

{ 

i 

i 

| : | 
through the preparations for and subsequent opening of the | 
: 


German attacks in the East. It was also consulted on military 


problems by the armistice commission*, A special group was 


therefore organized under a separate section chief to handle 


matters ‘relating to combat in Russia and the Balkans, while an- 


other group leader handled matters relating to the occupied terri- 


tories in the west and other current affairs, until the Wehrmacht 


. High Command also assumed direct control of operations in the 


West. 


The Operations Officer was fully occupied with his duties 


eels 


as Deputy Branch Chief and with problems of troop concentrations 3 
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@ situation evaluations, and with the drafting of special di- 


rectives,. 
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* The Franco-German | armistice (Reviewer) 
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The National Fortifications Section j was | dissolved in 19425. 
as the Operations Branch now, onked for the ‘eastern front only 
and no longer had anything: to do with the ‘fortifications | ‘in | . ; - 
western and southern Gormany. ‘The remaining functions of the | 
| sub-section were taken over by the Chief Engineer aaa Forti-— 
fications Officer. ‘In the autumn of 1944 the National. Forti- 
fications sub-Section was. | reestablished, ‘expanded and up-graded 
to. an independent. ‘section within the Operations Branch. This 
was necessary because the retreat ‘of German forces in the East 
necessitated the construction of numerous rear area fortifica 
tions along the frontier and within Henaany itself, and this | 
work had to be closely integrated with operations at the front. 
The section was also put in charge of the newly activated 
Volkesturm? in the East. | 
Finally, a Partisan Warfare Section was. created within the 
Operations Branch in 1943. Its mission was to report on partisan 
activities and couiiter-measures taken within ‘the ‘ope#at ional 
zone of the eastern theater of War. 
During the seven years: of war the work outlined here con- 
. tinued without a Bays interruption within the Operations Branch, 


the demands on the individual sections’ varying “according to events 


“ab the battlefront and the need to draw up plans and make prepar— 


cations for ‘coming events. In time's of prolonged tension it was. 

the duty of the Branch Chiet to see to at that ‘those> who eairied 
the heaviest burdens obtained sufficient Fone While’ this might 
be taken for granted, aN should fevertheless be. cadre since 
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all too, often the’ work of an “entire organization suffers through 
the. prolonged overexertion of a . few. 
ee To complete the pi ebure of work 3 ‘in ‘the Operations Branch and 
' to. give an out Line of ‘the controlling function of the Branch Chief, 
a brief description “of | a day's work is given in chart ts which, 
naturally, can serve only as a general guide, since , details “changed 
according to bis assignments to the various eaations and changes 
in the main battle areas. 
| Contrary to other agencies of ‘the army High Command the eee 
tions ‘Branch heat no rear ‘echelon which remained at the. peacetime 
. headiderbers P but “ala: ‘itnes was. located with its full staff in the 
- immediate vicinity of the Chief of the General Staff, "whose locality, . 
in turn, depended on ehae of the Commander in Chief of ‘the ‘iad and 
on the availability of reliable communi cation faci ities. The 


Operations Branch therefore had to move several times during the 
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war, according t to the ‘importance of the different theaters of war 
(chart OF 
A few days before ‘the start of the war the Branch was amore 
to Zossen, south of Berlin, wine suitable office Space had ean 
prepared for the most important saree ies of the Aruy High Command, 
“ but chiefly for ‘the branches of the General Staff. The quarters 
consisted of ‘two housing units designated Maybach I" and Miay bach 
me, attached to ‘b re. troop training camp Zossen. The ‘buildings 
were of conerete Py had 3 subterranean bunkers and were | excellently | 
camouflaged and well equipped, but £a. a ‘large extent still under . 
| construction, Work was copecially hampered, by the ‘fact that the 


message center 1 was. pot ‘completed, 
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ty 1940, twenty—four hours before. the start of the German 
. offensive in the West, the Branch moved into prepared quarters in. 
a forest west of the Rhine near. Mucristereifel. With the progress 
of the offensive it moved forward into the southwest corner of _ 
Belgium where field type quarters had been prepared in the evacuated 
- village of Forges. - | 
After the ershen Collapse the Branch, togetler with most: of the 
other agencies of the General Staff, remained at Fontaineblau ntl 

ait returned to Zossen. late in autumn, The fighting which broke out 
in the Balkans in the spring of 19/1 and particularly unreliable 
signal Communication with the armies operating in those parts forced: 

the Operations Beach to move into: the barracks of Vienna-Neustadt 
for a ‘short time. | 
"Shortly before the beginning of the Russian Campaign the ‘Branch 
moved to East-Prussia, where a large camp consisting of temporary | 
barracks had been established in the lisuerwaldforest near Angerburg, 
not far from Hitler's headquarters. Because of the favorable posi- 
. tion in regard to tvaneportetton and communication facilities , the 
Branch was able to remain here during almost the entire eastern cam— 

. paign, the only interruption being a temporary transfer to an advanced 
command post at Winnitga (Ukraine), necessitated by the German advance 
into the distant ‘Caucasus and lower Bolga regions. Teward the end of 

| the wets the Operations Branch returned to Zossen, where at was finally 
discontinued as an independent branch in the course of. the Arey High 
: Command's last organizational measures. 
Seen in retrospect, it must be said that, : in regard roe its structure ; 
organization, ‘and personnel, the Operations Branch was able to meet 
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all. demands made on. a as 5 part of - the samy Generel Staff during the 
war. It is ‘therefore unnecessary to suggest any essential L improve 
‘ments. . | 
Vhs Geperinnke gained in seven years of war shows that, for an 
Operations Branch of the Army High Command to obtain consistently 
good performances, the following factors must be present in its or= 
ganization: a firs clear cut chain of command. ain order to avoid | 
friction and excess: working capacities; a flexible administration 
| to mate adaptation to the requirements of the over-all situation 
possible. at all times; a staff which is restricted to. the bare 
minimum, but. consisting of carefully selected highly sores 
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-Peacetime Organizati on 


Branch Chief 
(Colonel, GSC) 


Chief 
Section I 
(field grade, asc) 


i staff Officer (Ia) Staff Officer (Ib) 
- (Captain, GSC) (Captain, GSC) 


Chief 
Section III 
(field grade, GSC) 


Chief 
Section II : 
(field grade, GSC) 


Office Chief 
(field grade) 


Registrar 
(Civiliam Official) 


‘Staff Officer 
(Captain, GSC) 


1 officer 
assistant 
(Cap tain) 


1 or 2 Civilian Officials 
(Paymaster Rank) 


‘ 


Matters of Army Registration 


Problems of National Defense jOperational Training Internal Affairs 
Liaison with Wehrmacht High Command, Problems; Preparatory | Organization and y of the Branch ; Mail | 
TUR INL Ee; Navy, offices of the War Ministry lDiscussions for National Fortifi- } Personnel 


‘| Field Manuals 


Training Trips under cations 


| Security 
[Chief , Army General 


Total Strength: 7 General Staff Officers 2 Army Officers 2 or 3 Officials Other Personnel: Clerk Draftsmen, Typists, Drivers 
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Total Strength:. 

"7 General Staff officers | 
13 other officers 

2 liaison officers 
officials and draftsmen 
other personnel. 
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Operations of © Operations of . . war Diary aeons . +; Headquarters Commandant : Records 

Army Group A Army Groups B & C Studies ‘GHQ units — ; Internal affairs of the Mail ~ 
B Security measures - Liaison with é Map production . ~ Branch ' Field manuals 
x in the East. Foreign Armies — and printing . - Personnel , 
oS ; ‘Intelligence Branch ~ Mapping and Survey . Security 
Bee . . eae : . a created around the a is 
Be | . _ Pine Weed : 7 | of 1940: 

: ay as . "Section V_(National 
© . : 5 ae os 3 ‘ Fortifications ) 


1 Section Chief 
(Captain, GSC) 
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(Cap tain) 
Requirements of the 
High Command in respect 
‘to National Fortifi- 
cations 
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é a, es : ' — gatumn 1940 - Summer 1941 


1 administrative officer 


Chief, Section I 


Operations Officer 
+ simultaneously Deputy 
; Branch Chief 


Chief | Staff Officer -] Staff Officer 
‘} Preparations for transfer of ' Section I IN IM 
‘; large forces from the western 
to the eastern theater of war 
Army Group Army Groups 
ee North Center and 
South 


In other respects as in chart 5 
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Preparations 
for assembly 
and campaign 
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in the Balkans 
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Chief 
Section II 
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France and 
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campaign in 
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controlled 
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Wehrmacht 
High Command, 


Military 


Problems of 


|} German—French 


Armistice 


Commission. 


Section III 


’ Chart 4 
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| ~~ Chief ) 
Section V 


Section IV Registrar 
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as in chart 5 
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Operations Officer 
(field grade, GSC) 
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Deputy Branch Chief } 
1 officer assistant 
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_ War Diary | Studies; orders (2 General Staff {(2 General staff h2 General Staff officer Fl officer officers. and} officer ) officials) 
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Liaison with Wehr- | operational plans : oo ae tion theaters of war Commandant 7 cations; tactical) Mail | 
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connected with Wehrmacht High | Finjand, Norway, | Chief Engineer a 
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Total strength: 
14 General Staff officers — 
313 other officers 
(from 1942 on°15) 
officials, draftsmen, 
clerks, woman clerk auxiliaries, . 
drivers, order lies 
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Navy liaison 
officers 


Operations Officer 
_ (see above) 
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situation evalu— 
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army Group 
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Branch Chief : | ee 
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officer 


f 1 General Staff Officer 
(field grade) 

as Operations Officer and 

Deputy Branch Chief 


Staff officer 
IA 


Staff Officer 
Is 


IM 


Center 


as in chart 5. 


1 administrative 


hief, Section II | Chief, Goan. III Chief, Section’ wlenier, Section V 


1 General Staff [| 3 General Staff ] 2 General Staff. | 

Officer — Officers. Officers 
2 officer — l officer 
_ assistants assistant’ 
draftsmen i 


oat General Staff | 


{5 officer 
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Registrar 
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\( National Fortifi 
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Officers © 
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—$ construction of 
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- | East 
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| Fortifications 


Fortress troops 


| Tactical - directiveg 
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1 to form the Nation 
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Operations Branch | 
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_ MOVEMENTS oF ‘THE OPERATIONS BRANCH DURING THE WAR 


Bosse (near Berlin) : ts Aug 39 - May 40 
“Mucinstereifel ‘Gaear cologne) ae May 40. | 
- Forges (near ‘Namiir). 7 : - 3 | June Re) 
-Fontainbleau (Paris) vs : Pag Ty Nov 40 
‘Zossen ae oe | “a Nov 40 —April 41 
" fitensr-tieustadt (Vienna) | ck oe april 41 
‘Zossen : . roped at ne May 41 | 
Mauerwald. (near: Koenigsberg) “ | June 41 - duly 42 
Vinnitea (Ukraine) | “3 July - Nov 42 | 
Mauervald | Nov 42 -End of 1944 


- Branch disbanded | Late in 1944 


| MOVEMENTS OF THE OPERATIONS BRANCH DURING THE WAR 


“ Zossen. (near Berlin) 


- Musnstereitel. (near coteer) 


Forges (near Namur) _ 


 paptnaai (pera) 


/ Zossen 


"up ‘Wiener-Neustadt (Vienna) 


 Zossen_ 


“ hpiterwald’ (asa Koenigsberg) 


“Vinnitea (Ukraine) 
> Mauerwald- 
_ Branch disbanded 


Aug 39 - May 40 


May 40. 

June 40 

guly - Nov 40 

Nov 40 —April 41 — 


“April 41 


May 41 

June 41 = July 42 
July ~ Nov 42 

Nov 42 ~End of 1944 
Late in 1944 


